Proclamations Proc. 7773

Our citizens own America’s parks, historic sites, battlefields, recreation
areas, monuments, and shores, and we want these lands to be accessible
and enjoyable for them to visit. We must respect our natural, cultural, and
recreational heritage and conserve our parks for future generations. Park
maintenance is critical to achieving each of these goals. By modernizing
trail systems, we make it possible for people to fully appreciate these re-
markable places. By maintaining buildings, roads, and campsites, we en-
sure our parks remain sources of pride for our citizens, our communities,
and our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 18 through April 25,
2004, as National Park Week. I call upon the people of the United States
to join me in recognizing the importance of our national parks and to learn
more about these areas of beauty, their cultural and historical significance,
and the many ways citizens can volunteer to conserve these precious re-
sources.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7773 of April 16, 2004
National Volunteer Week, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The strength of America lies in the hearts and souls of our citizens. Across
our country, citizens are donating their time and talents to improving lives
and strengthening communities. During National Volunteer Week, we rec-
ognize and celebrate those who serve a cause greater than self.

This year’s theme, ‘“Volunteers Inspire by Example,” highlights the role of
volunteers in encouraging others to serve. Last year, more than 63 million
Americans gave their time to helping in their communities, an increase of
4 million from the prior year. Through the dedicated efforts of America’s
volunteers, we are building a culture of service, responsibility, and compas-
sion, particularly among our young people.

Volunteers can make a difference in many ways—by mentoring a child, car-
ing for the ailing and elderly, building a playground, or caring for the envi-
ronment. I created the USA Freedom Corps to help Americans find oppor-
tunities to volunteer. As I travel around our country, I am honored to meet
citizens of all ages who volunteer through programs such as the Citizen
Corps, AmeriCorps, Senior Corps, and the Peace Corps, as well as many
other organizations. Their acts of kindness have a profound effect on peo-
ple’s lives and on the future of our country. To recognize those who have
demonstrated a sustained commitment to volunteer service, my Council on
Service and Civic Participation presents individuals, families, and groups
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with the President’s Volunteer Service Award. This award is a tribute to
those whose outstanding efforts are helping make our country a better
place.

America’s volunteers set a fine example for our Nation, and I encourage all
Americans to look for a challenge in their communities and step forward
to lend a hand.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 18 through April 24,
2004, as National Volunteer Week. I call on all Americans to recognize and
celebrate the important work that volunteers do every day across our coun-
try. I also encourage those who have not yet answered the call to explore
ways to get involved.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7774 of April 17, 2004
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

We have made significant advances in reducing crime in our communities.
As we continue to work to prevent crime, we also have a duty to help vic-
tims as they cope with the trauma of crimes committed against them. Each
year during National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, we acknowledge the suf-
fering endured by crime victims, and we honor those who bring hope and
comfort to victims and their families.

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the passage of the Victims of Crime
Act of 1984 (VOCA), landmark legislation that sustains thousands of local
victim assistance programs across the country. Established by VOCA, the
Crime Victims Fund provides crucial assistance for victims and their fami-
lies, including counseling, shelter, courtroom advocacy, and help with ex-
penses. In recent years, VOCA has begun addressing issues such as
cybercrime, identity theft, hate violence, and stalking. It has also expanded
its services to help victims of domestic and international terrorism.

While our Nation works to prevent terrorist activities, we also continue to
wage a war against other crimes. In fighting violent crime, we battle the
problems of drug abuse, gun violence, and other threats to our safety. We
must ensure that when crimes do occur, we always protect the rights of
victims. For this reason, my Administration continues to endorse the bipar-
tisan Crime Victims’ Rights Amendment. By allowing victims of violent
crime to be present and heard at public proceedings and by giving them
access to information, such an amendment would guarantee victims’ inclu-
sion in the criminal justice process without threatening the rights of de-
fendants.
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